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Citizen Laboratories (CL) provide meeting places for cooperation, experimentation and
collaborative prototyping of projects that seek to improve life together. In this course,
students will learn about citizen laboratories ways of doing and design their own citizen
laboratory in a neighborhood, a university or a public library.
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INSTRUCTORS
Jorge Pérez has been associate professor at the School of Computing Systems
Engineering (ETSISI), UPM, since 1984. His research interests include software
architectures and metamodeling, and qualitative research in software engineering.
He is currently the Academic Director of the EELISA Community Egalitarian
Societies: Opportunities for EveryOne. EELISA is a project funded by Erasmus+.

Francisco Díaz Montero is a university lecturer and researcher specializing in
collaborative design and social innovation in community environments. Since 2015
he has been Autofabricantes project coordinator and researcher at Medialab Prado
(Madrid). Since 2021 he is the coordinator of the Mexico- and Colombia-based
Gekkolab project, which is an expanded Autofabricantes network. He is currently
Ashoka Fellow and is working towards his PhD on collective project design.
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Results
Calls (participation, profiles, number of ideas)

Topic

SYLLABUS

01

MODULES

HOW TO SET UP A
CITIZEN LABORATORY (CL)?

Citizen Laboratory Basics

Basics

I

What is a citizen laboratory?

II

Citizen laboratories in popular
culture

II

How to deal with the
plurality and complexity of
the world

Genealogies and traditions of citizen
laboratories

02

I

03

I

Mapping problems, desires, opportunities
Open calls for ideas and collaborators
Cultural mediation

Collaborative prototyping workshops
Documentation / knowledge sharing

II

A Planet of Citizen
Laboratories
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INDUSTRY SPEAKER
Marcos García works in the field of citizen laboratories. Between 2004 and 2006
he was responsible for the educational and mediation program of MediaLabMadrid
together with Laura Fernández, where they promoted the Interactivos? project, a
collaborative prototyping workshop format that served as the basis for the
development of Medialab Prado and its citizen laboratory methodology. Between
2007 and 2014 he was responsible for the cultural program of Medialab Prado
together with Laura Fernández, and between 2014 and 2021 its director. In 2020 he
started the project Distributed Citizen Laboratories. He currently advises different
organizations on the start-up of citizen laboratories.

